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IGCSE English Language B (9-1) Section C: Narrative Essays

The Sign

III sat sullenly on the mahogany, wooden planks as | gazed contemplatively across the vast, tranquil

of cold, white light. The gleaming shaft of light cut across the centre, stretching into the centre of the
mountains. The still peaceful water sat pensively beneath me.\ [I sighed and looked outwards. |

Commented [N4]:

Character Spine

Commented [N5]:

Action by the Character

Commented [N6]:

Description of the Mountain

Commented [N7]:

Build Up

Commented [N8]:

Action by the Character

Commented [N9]:

Description of the Clouds

Commented [N10]

: Action by the Character

searched for a sign. Any sign. | wanted a reason to keep going.‘ [I looked at the gargantuan, looming
nearest mountains rose up to the sky like black beacons. Their slopes were covered with juniper and
emerald trees. At their summit, the carpet of green foliage gave way to wheat-coloured soil. The
summit looked bare like the crown of a balding man)

M’y eyes travelled upwards. ]I gazed at the mountains’ perilous peaks which kissed the pearly clouds
above them. The clouds were tinged with slivers of slate. They seemed pregnant with rain.HI pulled my
navy jumper an inch back from over my head and craned my neck upwards gazing at the wintry clouds. ‘
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ears filled my eyes. [I remembered how coldly and cruelly, the love of my life had broken up with me.
Just a text message. One single message ended a year-long relationship. “It’s not me, it’s you.” fThe
merciless message sent me into a pit of despair. My slender spindly arms hugged my knees as my black
shorts fell back and revealed more of my porcelain thighs. My heart had been ripped to shreds.\ II
searched for a sign to continue what felt like a worthless life.

II] looked outwards at the dark lake with resolve. | would end it all. | would plunge my body into the
frosty waters.‘ \Hypothermia and shock would end it quickly. The lake, black, deep and cold appeared
to beckon me.HBreathing in and out, | steeled myself for the inevitable. | looked at what had once been
a familiar environment. [I had enjoyed many warm summers here.\ ’Yet now | would end it all.

brilliant white colour. My eyes widened as | looked up towards the heavens.\ [The clouds grew whiter
and whiter illuminating the bird, the mountains and the Iake.\

The sky gradually grew darker, the slate lining returned, the lake grew dark and the mountains seemed
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: Tricolon of short sentences.
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: The transformation occurred.
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brooding. [It was as if nothing had happened. Everything was the same. Yet | was now transformed.l

/ ILife was worth living,

(589 words)
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